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THE THREE KINGS, MITRE ANMD BALDY RIDGE AT DAWN
F&8, 1/160 SEC, 150 125, 63MM
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F8, 1/160 SEC, 150 125, 31TMM
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My most memarable visit to this area was in July 2020, It

was Covid Level One and my good friend Shaun Barnatt

and | felt that we had to get out and do SOMETHING. The
it was for harizontal snowing, followed by a post-

ep snow to Jumbo Hut, arriving just before nightfall,
With Jumbo Hut to ours we managed to get the fire
gaing [which was just as well because the water tap was
frozen) and enjoyed a surpr y night listening
to the rattle of snow on the hut exterior. Mest morning
dawned blue-bird, rewarding us with a snow-clad and rime
ice-encased landscape painted in alpengl

After getting over the excitement of the magical dawn
photography we'd enjoved, our plan was to carry on
over Pukeahurangi Jumbao, along the poled route to
Mt Holdsworth, then down and out, Due to the deep
unconsolidated snow, reaching the first high peint that
normally takes 20 minutes or so, required two hours of

ardl slog. With snowshoes, Shaun led the charpe, still

g thraugh the surface abaut half the time. | fallowead

in my cram pons, sometimes on my hands and knees. We
soon realised that our original plan wasn't feasible that
day. Butit didn't matter. Seeing the Tararua Range in such
impressive winter conditions made it look maore like the
southern Alps. We enjoyed a photographic smogasbaorg
that was unquestionably worth sweating for, before
retracing our steps of the previous day.

SHAUN BARNETT, STAUNCH IN SHORTS, AS WE REACH JUMBO HUT

F3.5, 1/30 SEC, 150 400, Z4M M

CLIMBING RAINGUAGE SPUR W

STITCH QF 3 LANDSCAPE IMAGES STACKED, F3.5, 1/30 SEC, 150 400, 24MM
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