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INTERVIEW WITH HOW LONG IS “LONG
PETER LAURENSON ENOUGH"?

PHOTOGRAPHING PEOPLE BY KEN WRIGHT
BY DON MCLEQD




PETER, WHAT'S YOUR BACKGROUND?

| grese up in Mew Plymouth, in the shodow of Mount
Taranaki/Egrnont unfil, in 1780, went to Massey Universiby
in Polmerston Mok o study marketing for 4 vears. After
graduating | went o Welinglon and worked at Unilever
fr 3 years before hegding off on 5 vears of OLE. in 1988,
If took 9 months bockpocking up through 3E Asia, India
Mepal, a bit of Europe en-route o Turkey, o=l and
Egypt. before reaching London in time to qualify fora 2
wesar wiorking pesrmif.

| scored areally good marketing role there and ended
W wearking in London for 3 veaors, with a kot of fravelin the
UK ard around Durope while there. Then in 1992 my wife
at the time and | decided that England wasn™ the ploce
to have kids, sowe set off on a 10 month retumn leg - first
J months ineast Afnca, then 2 months covenng places
in Europe we hodn't visited yet, then ovedand from
kKorach, up the Karckoram Highway and in ta China.

3 months backpacking in China rounded off the refurn
faumesy.

Back in Welington, | gained a spof on the senior
management tearm at the New fecland Tounsm

Boord. This resulfed in a lot meore intemational travel

lout ne lenger overdand with a bockpack), inchuding a
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2 yedr posling o Regional Mornager Soulh Eqst Asiain
Singooore, After & wears with BNITE | decided thot I'd had
encugh comomale polbcs and set up o srmall mabeeting
comsultancy - MPWE, That went well for quite awhis,
out after 12 yveors and the advent of the GRC (goba
linancial cgis) | oined feslandia ona J yvear stint as The
micrketing, sales and fundraising rmanager,

After feqlondia | went back info oo ime marketing
comnaulfancy with Aspire, olus started 1o devole mone
e fo rarmping, climing, photography. wriling and
volunteer work. In regards fo cimbing. | was a kate starfer,
oriby joireng @ ME Alpire Cob alpire instruchon course
when Dveos 4 but since then, Mve made up for lost ime

nrecent yeors 've been editor of M2 Alpine Club
Wellinglton's monthly Verligo bulietin and | have

written over 20 articles for Wildemess Mogoang, Al

the begnming of 2001 %, 11ook cr e role of editor for
Federated Mountain Clut's Bockcouniny. This bas drawn
all mrvy skills, experence ond inferests together in one
realby shirmulatirgg role.

WHERE DOES PHOTOGRAPHY FIT INTO YOUR
STORY?
Apart frem temble snops on o homible cheap instamatic
az a feenager, | began whal ha: become a never
woning and constantly ennching interest inshil
photography in 1987, in the vear before | headed off en
iy 3 -

figurad | should gat some skils to be able o caplure
vy adveniures onfilm. 5o | bought o Chincen CF 2m
5LE [couldn't atord anyihing better) and atfended
g basic photography night course ot Wellington High
School. That wes the single best thing | could have done
becouse itinfreduced me fo marual shooting -F stop,
shutter speed and exposue sefting long before digito
come on the scene.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR STYLE OF
PHOTOGRAPHY?
The gerve | idenldy most Closehy walhois Malional
Geographic - vivid. condid, lifelike. enouiring. dynomic.
don't just fake photas, | creale imoages.
The purpose bebind my ‘creafions' is fo convey viualy
whict itwas that micde me FEEL impressed, amared,
happy. shocked. I'm not hung up on smiply representing
taithtully what the eyve could see. Sure, over manipuaton
con tum animage inhe g ek show and | cerfairly don'
seek o do that, But if if was the colows onanice foce
at doawn that drewe me in, then 'm not ashomed to use
considered post-processng to bing thal to the fore. it's
about coptwing what my beart FELT.

& ot of my photography ocours on mountain sopes

in places where a big heavy DALE tends to stay in the
pock. Whike | love using my Mkon 0730, [ frequenilty use
a mimciess compact camera [curmently a Lumixs T7220]
in thie hills, | still shoot Carmera BAW files using spol meter
ond manual settings. but some stll moy deem my gear
s amateunsh, | alo use a tnpod much les than moany
respected’ photographers but as o comnsequence, | am
able ro copiure o lof more action thon some do.,

| take alot of poncrarmic senes fhat [shtch in Photoshop
later —1've offen found thal a standard landscope or
porroit fommat & foo imiting when fnving fo copture fhe
vast magriicence of cur natural wedd, There & cerfainly
an art be geting the most from a stilch senes, [ ove i

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE PHOTO?

A fovourite photo? That's tough -1've probably token
over 250,000 and kow da you define favournte' -
rechnically, arfistically, ermofionally, circumstontioby,
syrnbolicalyy Here are 2 condidates,

Cur Mountain® i a favoun'e bacouwse it symbolises my
ideal situation, Although | grew up in the shadow of
Mount Taranal, it wasn™ unhl age 33 that | eventually
climbed it. So to share the summil with al fhree of my
soms—al the fime aged 7. % and 15-was a mament 'l
aweys freasure, The phato is not fechnically o arisfically

great and ifs symbclism and circumstance are really only
sgnificant to those in e piciuee, Butit makes me smile
every ime Dwalk past it on our living rocm wall fo see us
al 2450k an the crater mm ol Mount Taranoak, foking

a breather belore going vp anoiher 100 melres fo the
suminnit,

‘Red Divide’ (next poge] & my second laovounte becouse
it is my rrost peersecognised imoge — it was the sarnes
aof the alpine landscape category and overall winner
[Jobhn Hamson Memonal Trephy] inthe natonal ghoto
compeliicn of the NZ Alpine Clubin 2014,

HOW ABOUT PICKING A FAVOURITE
DESTINATION?

That one's easy, it's Khumbu in Nepal which is one of

the mcst beouliful ploces on earth. s mountaine ane

the fallest, ifs people as fascinahing as they are nendly,
and it's surprigingly accessible whilst photographically

it's wnsurposed. But maos founsm, and in fhe case of
Ehuombu, guided climbs on Mount Everest, ore changing
the KEhumbu expenence for the waorse.

"wve been going there since 1988 and my sevenih visit wil
happen this December. It's the place where I've taken

eqch of my three boys when they tumed 1.5, 15hl need 1o
toke Catiy and will do sa in 2000 or 2021
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RED DIVIDE

2 Eitehed Landsecape Shols

The main divide of New Zealand's Southern Alps, viewed froam near Ploneer Hot (2 200m) on the wesl, most
weather exposed side, of dawn. Mount Tasman, Hew Icaland's second highest peak, is far right. Both weather

and snow condifions weren't much good for climbing omn this frip, but this sunrise was a nice consclation - a
bluebird maming would net have been as speclacular.
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GOEYD

A stitch of 2 londscope shols

A dusk view from Gokyo Rl [(5.357m) back down to Gokyo and the third loke 500 metres below, Khumbw, Nepal.
n this evening Mt Everest was cbscuwred by clouds, but other closer gianks such as Chelatse and Tawoche still
logmed large. The sunset coloured clowds also balanced the prayer flags nicely.
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MIRROR ON THE MASSIVE

A stiteh of § portraif shols

The view across Kongde Lake (4 600m] to the Everest Grovp and cther peaks of Ehumbw, Nepal. This view is
not seen by many visitors to Khumbo, IFs off the beaten rack and reclly can anly be visited on the way oul

when you're properly acclimatised. Bul if yow're after @ round kip rather than entry/exit via Hamche Bazaar,
then this is o good oplion. &nd yvou really do gelt o “big view' of the heart of Ehumbuw from this point.
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; Py =8y e TOF GUN
~ © "Whal's going on... lel me seel’ This inquisifive, bright-eyed, litle
Muslim Top-gun’ symbolises the lulure of his mountain people.
' Although he lives in an almest medieval village, he wears acap
e __,_,.' adverfising a high-tech jet fighter moviel As such, he is being s
e 4 exposed to two enfirely diferent worlds. '
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FURTIVE?

Bazaar, Khumbu, Nepal.
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WHAT PLANS DO YOU HAVE FOR THE REST OF
THE YEAR?Y
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[ar others,

WHERE CAN WE FIND YOU OMLINEY

g
@ www.occasionalclimber.co.nz
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