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By the time | and my arthritic knees reached the top of the ladder in the exposed and craggy little notch
between Tuiti and Tunui, the 1,325m twins known as the Tararua Peaks, Ed and Will were already lounging
nonchalantly at the bottom. Damn it, | wanted to get some shots with someone on the solidly constructed
structure. “Ed, climb up a bit so | can shoot you.” To do that | had to gingerly dismount the ladder onto steep
tussock on the ladder’s true right (if you define the sides of ladders in terms of looking down them), then
hook an arm around the top rung before going to that somewhat more precarious through-the-lens space.
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A bit later we were getting a selfie at the DOC sign on top of Maungahuka (1,330m). The clear weather was
giving way to swirling cloud as we dropped down to Maungahuka Hut at dusk. | lingered for more photos,
enjoying some beautiful cloud-at-sunset light. And life got even better upon entering the hut. Four room
temperature, i.e. chilled, bottles of Kiwi Larger sat gleaming appetizingly at me from the bench. Nec minute
there were only three left and | felt considerably refreshed. The hut book revealed that two hunters had left
them behind for all comers — legendary behaviour.

Twelve bunk Maungahuka Hut, nestled into the tussock hillside beside a pretty tarn at 1,280m, deserves its
reputation for being situated in one of the most spectacular spots in the Tararuas. This became even more
apparent, when | looked back from the ridge north of Anderson Memorial Hut the next afternoon, to see the
main range unfold in clearing cloud. Right in the middle, at what appeared to be near the highest point, sat a
tiny red dot commanding unimpeded views.
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