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Birdlife resurgence in
Kahurangi National Park
Just back from a week in Kahurangi National Park. Happy to 
report that, in all my trips into New Zealand’s back country, I’ve 
never seen such a variety or proliferation of native birdlife in 
one place. Robins and Weka everywhere. Blue ducks, Fantail, 
Tui, Bellbird, Kereru, Tomtit, Kea, Kakariki. Normally you need 
to pause and tune in to hear birdsong in our forests, but not this 
time – it was constantly all around me. I’m told that Kahurangi 
National Park is one of the areas longest receiving 1080 drops. 
Seems to me that my experience is anecdotal proof that it’s 
working? Pity about the wasps though.  I’ve never seen more of 
them in one place before either. And, unlike the Robins, they’re 
not friendly - Peter Laurenson. 

Blue ducks, not only in the rivers, but on the tracks as well! The result of a wasp nest encounter on the trail (if you can call 
it that) below Baton Saddle
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